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Contact us: 
Station A, Box 321 

Ottawa, ON  K1N 8V3 
Tel: (613) 996-8162 

Email: office@acuns.ca 
Website: www.acuns.ca 

 
Program Manager: Heather Cayouette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACUNS                                                                                                                                                                               Annual Report 2012-2013 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vision 
To engage Canadians in thinking and dialogue about research  

ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ 
 
 

Mission 
To advance and promote northern research and education,  

notably through scholarships, conferences and collaboration. 
 

 
 

CƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ό!/¦b{ύ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΦ  9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтуΣ !/¦b{ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ 

пл ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
 

!/¦b{Ω ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴ 

ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ŀǎ ƛǘǎ !/¦b{ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ 

Association of Canadian Universities  
for Northern Studies 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ !/¦b{Σ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άƻŦ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
and promoting northern research and education, notably through scholarships, conferences and 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
I am pleased to report that the awards program of the Canadian Northern Studies Trust (CNST) continues to 
grow, with almost $1.2 million dollars awarded in 2012-13 through our undergraduate and graduate 
scholarships, as well as through the recently established W. Garfield Weston Postdoctoral Fellowships in 
Northern Research. This post-doctoral program continues the generous support of northern research by the 
W. Garfield Weston Foundation. I would like to acknowledge all of our donors: The Northern Scientific Training 
Program of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, Arctic Co-operatives Limited, the Beverly 
and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board, the Canadian Polar Commission, the Meteorological Service of 
Canada, and the W. Garfield Weston Foundation. Their financial contributions work to ensure that there are 
opportunities for new and developing northern scholars, including from northern communities.  
 
LeeAnn Fishback (Churchill Northern Studies Centre), the new Chair of the CNST, has ably led this work, 
ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ WƻƘƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ό¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀύΣ ǿƘƻ /ƘŀƛǊǎ ǘƘŜ /b{¢Ωǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ [ŜŜ!ƴƴ Ƙŀǎ 
noted our retiring CNST and NSC members, and I would like to draw attention to contribution of all committee 
members in ensuring the rigour of our adjudication process, guaranteeing that all CNST award holders are 
qualified to carry out northern research of the highest scholarly and ethical standards. 
 
A highlight of the past year was Nikan: The Future of the North, the tenth ACUNS Student Conference on 
Northern Studies, hosted by the Université du Québec en Abitibi-¢ŞƳƛǎŎŀƳƛƴƎǳŜ ό¦v!¢ύ ƛƴ ±ŀƭ 5ΩhǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 
student conference committee, led by Suzy Basille and assisted by faculty member Hugo Asselin, organized a 
rich and stimulating program, with a number ƻŦ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άƴƻǊǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
state of northern research in Canada. The presentation by Inuit students from Nunavut Arctic College provided 
a striking example of the exchange of northern knowledge and experience made possible by the ACUNS 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !/¦b{Ω άƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴέ 
members (the ninth conference was hosted by Yukon College in Whitehorse in 2010). Along with the other 
Nikan participants, I valued the opǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ vǳŜōŜŎΩǎ 
άƴŜŀǊ ƴƻǊǘƘΦέ  
 
In the course of the year we welcomed back Heather Cayouette, our Program Manager, and thanked Lionel Durocher for 
his service as acting Program Manager. Since her return, Heather has spearheaded a number of functional and 
administrative changes, including introducing new software for the CNST program and relocating our Ottawa office to 
the Canadian Polar Commission. We look forward to the synergies created by this new arrangement with the CPC. 

Message from the President 
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We have achieved a number of successes in realizing the strategic directions laid out in our 2010-13 Strategic Plan, 
Revitalization, particularly in the areas of optimizing the virtual organization and national office and growing 
membership engagement, including ensuring that we are a bilingual organization. Yet there is still work to be done, and 
with the guidance of a subcommittee of the Board, we have commenced work on fundraising for scholarships in the 
social sciences and humanities, which will be an important focus in the coming months. We are asking the ACUNS 
Council to extend the Strategic Plan from three to five years (until 2015), which will coincide with the terms of the 
Board, which will be elected in the fall of 2013.  
 
In closing, I would like to recognize the work of the other members of the ACUNS Executive, Vice- President Monique 
Bernier and Secretary-Treasurer Gary Wilson, the other members of the Board (Hugo Asselin, Marianne Douglas, Audrey 
Giles, Michael Goodyear and Kevin Turner), and all Council representative for volunteering their time and expertise. It is 
through this collective effort that we aim to engage Canadians in thinking and dialogue about research and education in 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ 
 

 
Peter Geller, PhD 
President 
 
 
 

President  Vice-President  Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr. Peter Geller 
University of the Fraser Valley 

 Dr. Monique Bernier 
Institut National de la 
Recherche Scientifique - Centre 
Eau, Terre et Environnement 

 Dr. Gary Wilson 
University of Northern British 
Columbia 

     
Directors: 
Dr. Hugo Asselin 
Université du Québec en 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue 

 Dr. Marianne Douglas 
Canadian Circumpolar Institute 
& University of Alberta 

 Dr. Audrey Giles 
University of Ottawa 

     
Mr. Michael Goodyear 
Churchill Northern Studies 
Centre 

 Mr. Kevin Turner 
Wilfrid Laurier University 

  

 
 
 

 

Board of Directors 
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The Canadian Northern Studies Trust (CNST) is the student awards program of ACUNS. Since 
1982, it has provided more than five million dollars in scholarships and awards from 
Association endowments and annual donors in support of northern research. The Trust is 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƻƴƻǊǎΣ ¢ƘŜ ²Φ DŀǊŦƛŜƭŘ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
Northern Scientific Training Program (NSTP), the Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC), the 
Canadian Polar Commission (CPC) and the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management 
Board. 
 

Adjudication Committees 
 

CNST Management Committee  CNST Natural Sciences Committee 
Chair: Dr. LeeAnn Fishback, Churchill Northern   Chair: Dr. John England, University of Alberta 

Studies Centre  Dr. Jill Johnstone, University of Saskatchewan 
Dr. Heather Castleden, Dalhousie University  Dr. Steve Kokelj, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Dr. Doug Clark, University of Saskatchewan  Development Canada 
Dr. Chris Derksen, Environment Canada  5ǊΦ WƻƘƴ {ƳƻƭΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
Dr. Daniel Fortier, Université de Montréal  Dr. Greg Henry, University of British Columbia 
Dr. Chris Furgal, Trent University  Dr. Bruno Tremblay, McGill University 
Ms. Lois Harwood, Fisheries and Oceans Canada   

Dr. Rob Huebert, University of Calgary & Canadian  
Polar Commission 

  

Dr. Lisa Loseto, Fisheries & Oceans Canada   

Dr. Kim McKay-McNabb, First Nations University of  
Canada 

  

Dr. Derek Muir, Environment Canada   

Dr. Sharon Smith, Natural Resources Canada   

Dr. Scott Stephen, Parks Canada   

   
 
 
 
 
 

Canadian Northern Studies Trust 
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The CNST has undergone many changes in the past years including new award offerings, new members and a 
large number of student award holders.  As another example of these changes, it is now my pleasure to write 
this message as the new Chair of the CNST.  The outgoing Chair, Matthew Hatvany, served the CNST for 3 
years as Chair and before that, on the committee for six years and did an outstanding job and I can only hope 
to do as well.  I extend my thanks on behalf of the committee for his dedicated service.   
 
This year the CNST was responsible for allocating over $1.2 million in scholarship funding and processed 132 
applications this year in nine student award categories and one postdoctoral fellowship category. With an 
adjusted review process in place this year the full committee was involved in the initial review of the 
applications to create shortlists for the selection of the award holders.  The move to a digital review was also 
completed in anticipation of our move to a new online application and review process in 2014.  With 
recommendations from the Natural Sciences Committee (NSC) members, the CNST awarded 41 students and 
postdoctoral fellows this year.  Together with the NSC, the CNST committee celebrates the success of these 
students and looks forward to strengthening the support available for students to pursue research in all 
academic fields with a northern focus.   
 
I would also like to welcome back Heather Cayouette from maternity leave as the Program Manager for the 
CNST.  The tasks of the CNST could not be performed without her diligent work.  I would also like to thank the 
outgoing members who have served the CNST Committee in the past years - Sharon Smith, Kim McKay-
McNabb, Daniel Fortier, Lois Harwood and also Steve Kokelj, member of the NSC committee. I would also 
extend the thanks of the committee to the many donors who make these student and postdoctoral awards 
possible.   
 
It is the goal of the CNST to foster scholars and scientists with northern experience and to enhance 
educational opportunities that are available for northern residents to obtain post-secondary education at 
Canadian college and universities.  I look forward to working with the CNST committee and ACUNS in the 
coming years to create additional opportunities to best respond to the needs of northern science and 
northern communities. 

 
 
Dr. LeeAnn Fishback 
Scientific Coordinator, Churchill Northern Studies Centre 
Chair, CNST 

Message from the CNST Chair 
 


