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Association of Canadian Universities for
Northern Studies
For over thirty years the Association of Canadian Universities for Northern
Studies (ACUNS) has successfully promoted the advancement of northern
scholarship through its mandate and programs. Established in 1978,
ACUNS is a registered charitable organization operating with an office in
Ottawa, and active volunteer representatives at over 40 member
institutions across the country.
ACUNS’ governing body is a Council of representatives from each member
institution, who meet annually to oversee the work of the Association. An
elected Executive and Board of Directors are responsible for the activities
of the Association between general meetings. As part of the Association’s
organization and communications strategy, each member institution
appoints an individual as its ACUNS Council representative. Council
members receive and distribute information from the Association and, in
turn, represent their institution or organization at Association meetings.

Vision

To engage Canadians in thinking and dialogue
about research and education in Canada’s
north.

Mission

To advance and promote northern research and
education, notably through scholarships,
conferences and collaboration.
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Message from the President
I am writing this year's (and my last) annual President's Message as I travel to the Churchill Northern
Studies Centre for the presentation of the Weston Family Prize for Lifetime Achievement in Northern
Research, which we will be part of the official opening of the wonderful new Churchill Northern Studies
Centre. This would have been a wonderful week for northern research, but sadly our community lost
Mr. Marty Bergman, Director of the Polar Continental Shelf Program and long-time leader in our
community. I expressed condolences on behalf of ACUNS-AUCEN to the Marty's family, as well as other
victims of the tragic plane crash near Resolute.
I have been reflecting on events and activities at ACUNS-AUCEN, not just in 2010-2011, but over the
past four years I have served you. When I became President in 2007, I realized early on that our
members and the broader community of northern researchers and educators define us not by what we
say we are in pamphlets, websites and press releases, but what we do. In early 2010, we spent
considerable time and effort thinking about who we are and what we should do as an organization. I
think we have come a long way in bringing this planning to life over the past couple of years:
•
•
•
•
•

We have accepted the challenge of being a truly bilingual organization, and devoted the
resources necessary to achieve this
We have added student representation on our Board of Directors
We have committed to rotating the location of our Annual General Meetings among Ottawa, the
Student Conference host institution, and a member institution
We continue to be an active participant in discussion of the proposed university in northern
Canada
We have strengthened the governance, financial, academic and communication components of
our scholarship and awards programs

We still have much more to do in supporting Arts, Humanities, and Social Science scholarly activity in
the North, and doing whatever we can to serve our members in facilitating and promoting northern
research and education. The ACUNS-AUCEN work continues!
I will close by recognizing the people who have enabled ACUNS-AUCEN to achieve so much with really
quite modest resources. First of all, our Council Members provide feedback when sought, and are a
wonderfully engaged group at our annual meetings. I always look forward to our lively discussions,
either during the day in the meeting room or in the evening at the pub. The Canadian Northern
Students Trust Committee, with the help of the Natural Science Committee, continues to shepherd our
growing, signature scholarship and awards programs. Our Board of Directors has always been ready to
provide our organization with gentle guidance, solid support, and innovative thinking. Over many years,
Secretary-Treasurer Michael Goodyear has brought fiscal and administrative stability and strength to us
through good times and several challenging issues. Peter Geller has been a loyal and trusted colleague
to me since we first met, on the day that I became President and he became Vice-President. He has
worked very hard for ACUNS-AUCEN internally as well as on more prominent domestic and international
"northern stages", and I'm sure he will continue to give of his talents to ACUNS-AUCEN. Finally,
Program Manager Heather Cayouette has dramatically enhanced the professionalism and functionality
of our office, while all the while maintaining the warm and friendly atmosphere that our association is
known for. I know that the new Board and Executive will benefit enormously from the supportive
culture of our ACUNS-AUCEN community and I think I can speak for other departing Board members in
declaring my continuing support to them. I will always deeply value the opportunity you have given me
to serve as your President.

Robert C. Bailey, PhD
President, ACUNS-AUCEN
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ACUNS Board of Directors
President
Dr. Robert C. Bailey

Secretary Treasurer
Mr. Michael Goodyear

Vice-President Academic & Research
Professor, Biology, Cape Breton University

Executive Director,
Churchill Northern Studies Centre

A. Graham

Vice-President
Dr. Peter Geller
Academic Governance Officer
Grant MacEwan University

Directors
Dr. Hugo Asselin

Dr. Monique Bernier

Professor, Humanities & Social Development
Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue

Co-Director, Centre d’études nordiques &
Professor, Remote Sensing, Institut national de
la recherche scientifique, Centre eau, terre et
environnement

Dr. Marianne Douglas

Dr. Gary Wilson

Director, Canadian Circumpolar Institute & Professor,
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Alberta

Associate Professor, Political Science
University of Northern British Columbia

Student Member
Kevin Turner
PhD Candidate, Geography
Wilfrid Laurier University
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Canadian Northern Studies Trust
The Canadian Northern Studies Trust (CNST) is the student awards program of ACUNS. Since
1982, it has provided more than two million dollars in scholarships and awards from Association
endowments and annual donors in support of northern research. The Trust is particularly
appreciative of this year’s donors, The W. Garfield Weston Foundation, the Northern Scientific
Training Program (NSTP), the Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC), the Canadian Polar
Commission (CPC), the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board (BQCMB), and
Arctic-Co-operatives.

A Message from the CNST Chair
As I write this, most of our new 2011-2012 award winners have begun their summer field work
in the North. For some of these scholars, it is their first experience in Canada’s north, while for
others it is the return to unique landscapes and cultural communities. In both cases, the CNST
takes great pride in assisting the next generation of Northern scholars in the pursuit of their
research and personal ambitions. This year was a very successful time for the CNST –
applications for all scholarships were up by nearly 55 % over previous year thanks to a new
streamlined application system and enhanced publication visibility for our scholarships. In the
coming year, we are hoping to maintain that interest among scholars in Canada’s top research
institutions while specifically increasing our outreach to resident scholars from the North.
This year has also been a successful time in regard to the renewal of our CNST members. It is
my pleasure to note several new faces around the discussion table including Kim McKay McNabb
(First Nations University of Canada), LeeAnn Fishback (Churchill Northern Studies Centre) and
Lois Harwood (Fisheries and Oceans Canada) – welcome to each of you. At the same time, I
wish to acknowledge those members of the committee, Daniel Fortier (Université de Montréal),
Audrey Giles (University of Ottawa), Amanda Graham (Yukon College), Sharon Smith (Natural
Resources Canada), Audrey Steenbeek (Dalhousie University), Jean Marie Beaulieu (Canadian
Polar Commission), and Derek Muir (Environment Canada), for your commitment not only to the
CNST but to the future of Northern Studies in Canada. Lastly, much of the success we currently
enjoy is thanks to our staff, Heather Cayouette (Program Manager) who has provided the CNST
not only with her time but also her invaluable input to bring the CNST into the 21st century of
Internet and electronic media without losing the invaluable human element.
As always, the work of the CNST would not happen without the extremely generous support of
our funding partners. That funding changes lives – as any of our past or current awards winners
will testify. For some, it makes the cost of getting to the North and living there for a season
affordable. For others, it provides the means to complete a university education with an
important research component that will be valued not only by the student but by local
communities who profit from that research and to the larger national society which, in the
process of educating its citizens, discovers something new about the vast North that makes up
such an important but relatively unknown part of our country.

Dr. Matthew Hatvany, Chair
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Canadian Northern Studies Trust
CNST Committee

Chair
Dr. Matthew Hatvany
Professor, Department of Geography
Université Laval

Ms. Lois Harwood
Biologist
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Mr. Jean-Marie Beaulieu
Manager, Polar Science
Canadian Polar Commission

Ms. Kim McKay-McNabb
Assistant Professor
First Nations University of Canada

Dr. LeeAnn Fishback
Scientific Co-ordinator
Churchill Northern Studies Centre

Dr. Derek Muir
Senior Research Scientist and Chief, Priority
Substances Exposure, National Water Research
Institute, Environment Canada

Dr. Daniel Fortier
Professor, Geography
Université de Montréal

Dr. Sharon Smith
Permafrost Research Scientist, Geological
Survey of Canada, Natural Resources Canada

Dr. Audrey Giles
Associate Professor, School of Human Kinetics,
University of Ottawa

Dr. Audrey Steenbeek
Associate Professor, School of Nursing,
Dalhousie University

Ms. Amanda Graham
Coordinator/Instructor,
University of the Arctic, Yukon College

CNST Natural Science Committee
Chair
Dr. Chris Burn
NSERC Northern Research Chair & Professor,
Geography & Environmental Studies,
Carleton University

Dr. Steve Kokelj
Environment Monitoring Specialist
Renewable Resources and Environment Water
Resources Division
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

Dr. John England
NSERC Northern Research Chair & Professor,
Deptartment of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences, University of Alberta

Dr. Gary Stern
Adjunct Professor, University of Manitoba &
Senior Research Scientist, Freshwater
Institute, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Dr. Murray Humphries
NSERC Northern Research Chair & Associate
Professor, Natural Resource Sciences,
McGill University

Dr. Brent Wolfe
NSERC Northern Research & Associate
Professor, Geography and Environmental
Studies, Wilfrid Laurier University

Dr. Jill Johnstone
Assistant Professor, Biology
University of Saskatchewan
Ex-Officio Members:
Dr. Robert C. Bailey, President, ACUNS
Mr. Michael Goodyear, Secretary-Treasurer,
ACUNS
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CNST Recipients 2011-2012
Canadian Northern Studies Trust
Scholarship $5000

Canadian Polar Commission Scholarship
$10,000
Ellen Avard
PhD Candidate, Geographical Sciences
Université Laval
Title: Greenhouses in the North:
Developing a new type of Local Food
System in Nunavik

Britta Jensen
PhD Candidate, Quaternary
geology and geochemistry
University of Alberta
Title: Geochronology and
paleoenvironments of Middle
Pleistocene interglacials in
eastern Beringia

Jean-Sébastien
Moore
PhD Candidate, Zoology
University of British
Columbia
Title: Patterns and
consequences if dispersal of
Arctic char in the Canadian
Arctic

Research Support Opportunity in Arctic
Environmental Sciences
(accommodation & facilities at Eureka Weather Station)

Michael Becker
PhD Candidate, Biogeomorphology
McGill University
Title: Ground ice dynamics and influence on
vegetation microtopography of a polar
desert ecosystem in the Canadian High
Arctic.

Northern Resident Scholarship $10,000

Spencer Edelman

Crystal Fraser

Morgan Moffitt

Karen Whonnock

Masters Candidate, Health
Sciences
University of Lethbridge
Title: Residential School
Settlement Monies and
the Revitalization of
Yukon First Nations

PhD Candidate, History
University of Alberta
Title: Love & Intimacy
in a Cold Climate:
Intimate Relationships
and Practices Among
the Gwich-in People,
1850-1950

Masters Candidate,
Anthropology
University of British
Columbia
Title: Gitxaala Marine
Use Planning: Making
Indigenous Jurisdiction
in Natural Resource
Management

PhD Candidate, Social
Sciences
Royal Roads University
Title: Examining
Indigenous Laws as a
Foundation of
Aboriginal Courts

Laakkuluk
Williamson Bathory
Masters Candidate,
Transcultural Psychiatry
McGill University
Title: Inussiutit - the
material that makes you
human

Northern Resident Award $5,000

Natasha
Ayoub
BSc, Environmental
and Conservations
Sciences
University of Alberta
Title: A study of
vehicle emissions
from commuter
traffic into
Whitehorse, Yukon
via the north and
south access routes
along the Alaska
Highway

April Dutheil

Laura Gohl

BA, honours
Sociology
University of British
Columbia
Title: Arviat: an
Intimate Reexamination of
Colonial Relations

Practical Nursing
Yukon College
Title: Relevant
Healthcare
Education in the
North, A Qualitative
Study

David
Jennings
BSc, Environmental
and Conservation
Program
University of Alberta
Title: Baseline water
qualtiy for the East
and West
Blackstone rivers in
Tombstone Park

Sina Kazemi

Jesse Vigliotti

BSc, Biological
Sciences
University of Alberta
Title: A spatial and
temporal study of
microbial
diversification in
glacial foreland soils
and its impact on
soil biogeochemistry

Northern
Environmental
Studies
Yukon College
Title: Ecological
monitoring
protocols: Aga Mene
Territorial Park,
Yukon College

CNST Recipients 2011-2012
W. Garfield Weston Awards for Northern Research
Doctoral Level Awards $40,000

Masters Level Awards $15,000

Ella Bowles

Véronique Gélinas

PhD Candidate, Ecology and Evolution
University of Calgary

Masters Candidate, Environmental and Life Sciences,
Trent University

Kaitlin Breton-Honeyman *

Tess Grainger

PhD Candidate, Environmental and Life
Sciences, Trent University

Masters Candidate, Botany
University of British Columbia

Louise Chavarie

Alysa McCall

PhD Candidate, Biology
University of Alberta

Masters Candidate, Biological Sciences
University of Alberta

Kyle Elliott

Lori Schroeder

PhD Candidate, Biological Sciences
University of Manitoba

Masters Candidate, Renewable Resources
University of Alberta

Andrew Hamilton

Katherin Sim

PhD Candidate, Environmental Fluid
Mechanics,
University of British Columbia

Masters Candidate, Entomology
McGill University

Brett Hamilton

Celia Symons

PhD Candidate, Geology
University of Calgary

Masters Candidate, Biology
Queens University

Cory Matthews

Kristen Vinke

PhD Candidate, Biological Sciences
University of Manitoba

Masters Candidate, Biology
University of Prince Edward Island

Thomas Mumford

Robert Way

PhD Candidate, Earth Sciences
Carleton University

Masters Candidate, Geography
Memorial University of Newfoundland

Title: Evolutionary genetics of adaptive
divergence in the threespine stickleback
(Gasterosteus aculeatus)

Title: Integrated Investigation of Beluga
(Delphinapterus leucas) Habitat Ecology Through
Aerial Surveys and Nunavimmiut Knowledge in
Nunavik

Title: The biology and ecology or sympatric
polymorphic lake trout, Salvelinus namaycush, in
Great Bear Lake, Northwest Territories

Title: How can arctic birds work hard and live
long?

Title: Diving under the big ice: Investigating the
role of ocean dynamics on the fate of Ellesmere
Island's ice shelves and epishelf lakes

Title: Metamorphic geology and tectonics of
Cumberland Peninsula, Baffin Island Nunavut

Title: Determining seasonal diet and movement
patterns of eastern Canadian Arctic whales
(beluga, bowhead, and killer whales) using
satellite telemetry and stable isotopes analysis

Title: Petrogenesis of the Blachford Lake
Intrusive Suite

Title: Understanding bowhead whale (Balaena mysticetus)
ecology in the Eastern Arctic using the complementary
approaches of stable isotope, trace metal and traditional
ecological knowledge analyses

Title: The effects of increased soil nutrients on the
morphology and reproductive strategy of understory plant
species in the Boreal forest

Title: Polar bear distribution and habitat selection in Hudson
Bay

Title: Ecological Impacts of Wood Bison on Plant
Communities in the Aishihik area, Yukon

Title: Effects of habitat variation on the genetic diversity of
spider populations in northern Canada

Title: The adaptability of Subarctic aquatic communities
undergoing environmental change

Title: Challenges in Northern Aquatic Insect Sampling: An
investigation into protocols for a sustainable sampling
program in the Sahtu, Northwest Territories

Title: Reconstructing late Holocene alpine glacier dynamics
in the Torngat Mountains, Northern Labrador

Adrienne White
*K. Breton-Honeyman was awarded one year of funding ($20,000)
due to a change in registration from MSc to PhD candidate.

Masters Candidate, Geography
University of Ottawa

Title: Dynamics of the Petersen Ice Shelf, Nunavut, Canada
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Weston Family Prize for Lifetime
Achievement in Northern Research
The inaugural recipient of the Weston Family Prize for
Lifetime Achievement in Northern Research is Dr. Serge
Payette. Dr. Payette found his passion for the north in
1966, after spending time in the arctic as a student. In
1969 he began lecturing at Université Laval, where he still
remains as a professor and researcher at the university’s
Centre d’Études Nordiques (CEN). His many contributions
to Northern research include his work as director of the
CEN for twelve years, his research on tree line dynamics and the response of Northern
ecosystems to climatic disturbance, the training of multiple student Northern researchers, and
numerous scientific publications. He has held one of the six prestigious NSERC Chairs for
Northern research since 2003 —a nationwide acknowledgement of his scientific and personal
achievements.
As director of the CEN, Dr. Payette helped establish it as a premier Northern research centre in
Canada. He recognized the necessity of using multidisciplinary practices in conducting northern
research, and strongly encouraged the combined use of natural and social scientific research
methods. Researchers were recruited from all disciplines such as biology, geography,
archaeology and anthropology. A priority for Dr. Payette was to ensure that the CEN researchers
had the proper infrastructure in place to support their work, first on the CEN’s main station in
Whapmagoostui-Kuujjuarapik on the Eastern shore of Hudson Bay, and later in remote satellite
stations which he outfitted with daily link-ups with the main station. He also built an
environmental and climate-change telemetry network and an experimental greenhouse currently
being used for site-restoration experiments.
Dr. Payette is recognized internationally for his research work and contributions to Northern
Science. Through the study of interpretation of tree growth forms and tree-ring series, Dr.
Payette’s research has shed light on topics such as tree line dynamics, climatic reconstructions
at the northern limits of forests, the origins of the lichen spruce forest, a special type of forest
decline in the Torngat Mountains, the dynamics of palsa bogs, and past activities of caribou
herds. The NSERC Chair for Northern research that he holds has also studied land rehabilitation
techniques for sites disturbed by human activities in Northern villages. For his efforts, Dr.
Payette has been recognized as a laureate of the Killam Fellowship (1989-1991) from the
Canada Council for the Arts and received the Cooper Award from the Ecological Society of
America (ESA) with his PhD student, Dominique Arseneault.
Dr. Payette has dedicated over 40 years of his life to Northern research and to teaching and
mentoring young scientists. A total of 81 post-graduate students—22 doctorate, 9 post-doc and
50 masters— as well as hundreds of undergraduate students have all had the privilege of
learning and experiencing the North in the ―Payette School‖. Many of these former students are
now working as university-level research professors, specialists and professionals in Northern
research. In a collective letter of support, his former students stated ―Serge Payette stands apart
from other researchers in Northern environments by his contagious passion for the North and for
the ecology of the Northern landscapes. His enthusiasm is, and has always been, a source of
inspiration for his students and his associates. An excellent teacher, Serge Payette has always
given priority to learning in the field, never hesitating to put on his boots and to roll up his

sleeves to explain in a concrete way the practice of ecology, often with humour. This type of
mentoring, personalized and applied, is the trademark of Professor Payette.‖
To date, Dr. Payette has published over 170 articles in peer-reviewed journals, 14 book chapters
and a number of research reports for a total of some 200 published papers. He established the
international Écoscience/Ecoscience journal specializing in ecology now entering its 17th year of
publication and held editorial positions on such journals as The Holocene, Plant Ecology, and
Plant Ecology and Diversity, an international journal sponsored by the Botanical Society of
Scotland. His next publication will be a four-volume set, Flore du Québec Nordique, in
collaboration with several botanist colleagues, which will be released in the next few years. This
illustrated botanical and biogeographical treatise will be unique in its coverage of
phytogeography and vascular plants north of the 54th parallel in Quebec and Labrador.
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The Weston Family Prize for Lifetime Achievement in Northern Research recognizes a significant
contribution and broad impact of a career devoted to Northern research by an individual who has
demonstrated leadership, inspiration, and mentorship in research in the Canadian north. The
adjudication committee is chaired by the President of ACUNS, and made up of a distinguished
group of northern researchers. The inaugural Weston Family Prize for Lifetime Achievement in
Northern Research was presented on August 24, 2011 at the grand opening of the Churchill
Northern Studies Centre’s Weston Welcome Centre.
2011 Adjudication Committee:
Dr. Robert Bailey, President of ACUNS
Mr. Michael Goodyear, Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Dr. Peter Johnson, University of Ottawa
Dr. Denis St-Onge, University of Ottawa & Natural Resources Canada
Dr. Marianne Stenbaek, McGill University
Dr. Kathy Young, York University

10th ACUNS International Student
Conference on Northern Studies
The Future of the North
November 1-3, 2012
Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue
Val D’Or, Québec
http://www.uqat.ca/sce2012/
The ACUNS’ Student Conference on Northern Studies is a triennial event organized by a
committee of graduate students. The conference provides a unique opportunity for young
researchers to meet and exchange ideas with others who share similar academic interests.
Through the organizing experience, students also have an opportunity to develop professional
experience, forge links with government and community stakeholders, and make national and
international connections.
Under the theme « The Future of North », the 10th National Student Conference on Northern
Studies will take place at the Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue (UQAT), First
Peoples Pavilion on Val-d’Or Campus, in the fall of 2012. UQAT is a truly northern university, as
shown by its numerous research and teaching activities rooted in the territories of AbitibiTémiscamingue, Nord-du-Québec and Nunavik. UQAT’s professors and students enjoy
international recognition for their work on forest ecosystems, the mining industry, community
development, Aboriginal studies, multimedia creation, international health, teaching and
organizational management.
Set in the boreal forest and founded at the end of 1930’s as a mining town, Val-d’Or is in the
heart of the boreal forest in the Abitibi-Témiscamingue region. Known for its wide open spaces,
forests and numerous lakes, Abitibi-Témiscamingue is a vast territory located in the west of
Quebec, bordering Ontario. This region contains a thousand year old Aboriginal heritage and,
nowadays, there are seven communities anicinape (Algonquin) living here as well as a large
Aboriginal population in urban areas. The discovery of a mineral-rich soil has progressively
allowed the installation of a population from the south of Quebec, but also immigrants from the
countries of Eastern Europe in the late eighteenth century. A variety of landscapes and leisure
activities make our region attractive.
Organizing committee
President: Suzy Basile, PhD student - UQAT
Secretary: France Oris, PhD student - UQAT
Members : Tiphaine Desprès, PhD student - UQAT
Véronique Landry, PhD student – UQAT
Pape N’Dione, PhD student - UQAT
Samira Ouarmim, PhD student – UQAT, Université Montpellier 2 (France)
Yadav Uprety, PhD student – UQAT
Interested in Volunteering?
If you like to volunteer with the organizing committee, please contact us at the following
address: sce2012@uqat.ca
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Member Institutions
Aurora College
Carleton University
Cape Breton University
Churchill Northern Studies Centre
Concordia University
Dalhousie University
Grant MacEwan University
Institut national de la recherche scientifique
Labrador Institute of Memorial University
Lakehead University
McGill University
McMaster University
Northwest Community College
Nunavut Arctic College
Queen’s University
Ryerson University
Saint Mary’s University
Simon Fraser University
Trent University
Université de Montréal
Université du Québec à Rimouski
Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières
Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue
Université Laval
University College of the North
University of Alberta
University of Calgary
University of Lethbridge
University of Manitoba
University of New Brunswick
University of Northern British Columbia
University of Ottawa
University of Prince Edward Island
University of Regina
University of Saskatchewan
University of Toronto
University of Victoria
University of Waterloo
University of Western Ontario
Wilfrid Laurier University
Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a
York University
Yukon College

Photos: K. Turner; R. Brook; N Turner

A. Graham

To reach us:
405-17 York Street
Ottawa, ON K1N 9J6
Tel: (613) 562-0515
Fax: (613) 562-0533
Email: office@acuns.ca
Website: www.acuns.ca
Program Manager: Heather Cayouette
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Auditor’s Report
MCKECHNIE & CO.
Suite 500, 1390 Prince of Wales Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K2C 3N6
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON THE SUMMARY
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES FOR
NORTHERN STUDIES
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT MARCH 31, 2011

To the Members of the Association of Canadian Universities for
Northern Studies
The accompanying summary financial statements, which comprise the
summary statement of financial position as at March 31, 2011 with
comparative figures for March 31, 2010, the summary statement of
revenue and expenditure and changes in fund balances for the years then
ended, are derived from the audited financial statements of The
Association of Canadian Universities for Northern Studies for the year
ended March 31, 2011. We expressed a qualified audit opinion on those
financial statements in our report dated August 18, 2011.
The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures
required by Canadian generally accepted accounting principles. Reading
the summary financial statements, therefore, is not a substitute for
reading the audited financial statements of The Association of Canadian
Universities for Northern Studies.
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation of the summary financial
statements in accordance with the audited financial statements for the
year ended March 31, 2011.
Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary financial
statement based on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance
with Canadian Auditing Standard (CAS) 810, “Engagements to Report
on Summary Financial Statements”.
Opinion
In our opinion, the summary financial statements of the Association of
Canadian Universities for Northern Studies for the year ended March 31,
2011 are a fair summary of those financial statements, in accordance with
the audited financial statements for the year ended March 31, 2011.
However, the summary financial statement are possibly misstated to the
equivalent extent as the audited financial statements of the Association of
Canadian Universities for Northern Studies for the year ended March 31,
2011.
The possible misstatement of the audited financial statements is
described in our qualified opinion in our report dated August 18, 2011.
Our qualified opinion is based on the fact that in common with many notfor-profit organizations, the Association of Canadian Universities for
Northern Studies derives revenue from donations, the completeness of
which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Consequently,
we were not able to determine whether any adjustments to donation
revenues were necessary.
Our qualified opinion states that, except for the possible effects of the
described matter, those audited financial statements present fairly, in all
material respects, the financial position of the Association of Canadian
Universities for Northern Studies as at March 31, 2011 and its financial
performance and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with
Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.

Chartered Accountants, Licensed Public Accountant
Ottawa, Ontario
August 18, 2011

ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES FOR
NORTHERN STUDIES
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGES IN
FUND BLANACES FOR THE YEAR ENDED
MARCH 31, 2011

